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Pre-Law Program events this semester include an on-campus Pre-Law Luncheon, in addition to Pre-Law Forum IV entitled 
“What Lawyers Do.” This semester’s Luncheon will be held Wednesday, February 18, 2009 and is a great opportunity to 
meet other Pre-Law students and members of our Board including UNF faculty & staff members, as well as members of the 
local judicial, legal and business communities. The event will include an interesting discussion of the Obama election and 

what it means personally to our guest speakers. To attend, please RSVP by calling the Program Offices at (904)620-1069 or by emailing the Pro-
gram Assistant, Catherine, at prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com. Pre-Law Forum IV “What Lawyers Do” will be held on Friday, February 27, 
2009  beginning at 1:00 pm in Building 14, Room 1700 (auditorium). The event will include a panel discussion on various fields of law includ-
ing real estate, entertainment, divorce and other domestic relations actions, criminal law, business law and personal injury law. There will also 
be a brief question & answer period for students. The event is free and refreshments will be provided. 

During the Fall, 2008 Pre-Law Luncheon, former and current Pre-Law Program Assistants 
Peggy Baldt and Catherine Moore were honored for their dedicated service to the Program. 
Their names are inscribed on a plaque outside the Program offices. 
 

Peggy Baldt, who is now a practicing attorney in Jacksonville and member of the Pre-Law 
Board of Advisors, worked for the Program while a UNF student. Catherine Moore, who is 
also a UNF graduate, began working for the Program in 2005 as a junior.  
 

The Pre-Law Program thanks these two outstanding individuals for their continued service 
to the Program. We are also appreciative of those individuals who generously donated to the 
Program in order for this plaque to be given in their name. 

During the October 8th Fall Pre-Law Luncheon, guest speaker Nancy Soderberg gave an informative   
lecture on America’s current and future national security issues to a crowd of Program students, board 
members, UNF faculty and guests. Soderberg, who now serves as Distinguished Visiting Scholar at UNF, 
formerly served as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and as the 3rd ranking official of National 
Security during the Clinton White House years. Her newest book, The Prosperity Agenda,  addresses global 
and political issues of national security in relation to “what the world wants from America and what we 
need in return” According to Soderberg, “To be safe at home, we need to promote the prosperity of the 
world and be seen doing it.” 

 

For more on the luncheon & Soderberg’s discussion of National Security, see the article entitled, “Fall 
2008 Pre-Law Luncheons” on page 7. 

The Pre-Law Program is now accepting applications for the Pre-Law Scholarship. This year, one or two scholarships will 
be awarded. In the past, awards in the amount of $1500 and $1000 have been given. The deadline to apply is Friday, 
March 27, 2009. Applications can be picked up at the Pre-Law Program Offices, Building 51, Rooms 2117 & 2118. For 
more information,  please contact us at (904)620-1069 or prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com. 

During the October 23, 2008 Pre-Law Day, students were afforded the opportunity to meet with representatives 
from over 30 law schools. Representatives from a variety of Florida law schools, as well as many from others 
from around the country spoke with UNF students about the law school application process and the different 
opportunities their respective law schools provide.  
 

In addition, Judges Dawn Hudson & Adrian Soud served as guest speakers for a program entitled “The       
Judicial Report.” Each spoke on their experiences as University of North Florida undergraduates, their time in 
law school and their subsequent work as lawyers. 
 
 

In the spring of 2010, Dr. Courtwright, professor of history, will again teach the popular Pre-Law Endowed course “Topics in 
Law and Society: Violence in America.” In the past, this course included a discussion of All God’s Children by Fox Butterfield. 
The book traces the historical, social and psychological origins of American violence through the real-life story of the Bosket 
family and, in particular, the story of Willie Bosket, considered the most dangerous prisoner in America.   

More information on these upcoming Pre-Law Events & Opportunities is included  
throughout this edition of Pre-Law, the magazine for UNF Pre-Law Students. 
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Stebbins was an exceptional UNF undergraduate and one who was very active in the Pre-Law Program. While at UNF, Stebbins earned a 

perfect 4.0 GPA and served as UNF's Mock Trial teams "attorney" for three years. In her senior 

year, the team swept the Southeastern Region and won the prestigious "Spirit of AMTA" award.  

Stebbins was also the recipient of the Gates-Cambridge Scholarship and spent a year studying 

in Cambridge, England and traveling through Europe.  

Upon her graduation from UNF, Stebbins attended Yale Law School and eventually accepted a 

position at O’Melveny & Myers Law Firm in Los Angeles where she currently works as a member 

of the general trial and litigation department specializing in Entertainment Law and other civil 

matters. 

Profiles of  Former Student’s Success 

Bowens attended UNF as an undergraduate, eventually enrolling in Florida State University College of Law and specializing in Immigration 

Law. During law school, Bowens interned at the Florida Department of State’s Office of International Affairs, as well as the Office of the U.S. 

Attorney for the Middle District of Florida. These experiences invigorated her to become more dedicated to the study and practice of immigration 

law.  

Since her graduation from law school, Bowens worked for the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, a Miami-based non-profit organization 

whose mission it is “to protect and promote the basic human rights of immigrants of all nationalities" and Catholic Charities Legal Services, an-

other Miami-based non-profit helping immigrants obtain legal status in the United States. Most recently, Bowens began work as Raids Project At-

torney for Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc. based in Washington D.C. In this position, she travels to cities around the country working 

with local communities to help them address legal issues concerning immigration raids.  

Verlangieri, originally from Brazil, exemplifies what it means to be a service-oriented UNF student. 

While living in Brazil, Verlangieri, inspired by the United States Make-A-Wish Foundation, co-founded a 

local children’s institute that is in operation today, almost seven years later.  

While a UNF student, Verlangieri continued her work serving the community. In 2008, Verlangieri    

organized the first on-campus V-Day campaign and presentation of “The Vagina Monologues” to benefit 

three local women’s organizations including the Betty Griffin House, Quigley House and the Women’s Cen-

ter of Jacksonville. As an undergraduate, she also volunteered with Volunteers in Medicine serving Jackson-

ville's working uninsured.  

Verlangieri graduated from UNF in 2008 with a B.A. in English and a minor in Economics. She will be starting law school in the Fall of 2009. 

In 2008, Verlangieri began an internship at the United Nations World Food Programme due in great part to the help of Dr. Soderberg through 

UNF’s Academic Enrichment Program. Six months later, she was offered a consultancy, the first step of employment in the organization. 

Verlangieri now works in the Risk Reduction & Disaster Mitigation Unit of the Policy Division. In this capacity, she researches, manages and 

writes case studies for an agricultural development program in partnership with the International Fund for Agricultural Development and funded by 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. For more information on her work, visit: 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=28962&Cr=Climate&Cr1=ifad 

Tanisha Bowens, class of  1997 

Laura Verlangieri, class of  2008 

Laura Verlangieri in Naples, Italy. 

Jessica Stebbins, class of  2001 

Board Members, Kelly Douglass and Eric 

Roberson, sit surrounding UNF graduate 

Jessica Stebbins during her recent UNF visit. 

 

“Endowed to help students who are dedicated to the study of the law  
reach their educational goals.” 

 

 

 

Applications can be picked up from the Pre-Law Program Office in Building 51/ Rooms 2117 & 2118.  

The deadline to apply is Friday, March 27, 2009  

For more information please call (904)620-1069 or email us at prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com 

Last year, scholarships in the amount of   
$1500 & $1000 were awarded!  



 

5 UNF Pre-Law Magazine 

Finding humor in the unlikeliest of places. 

Letter from the Director:  
Dear Students, 

I guess this comes under the category of boasting, but I would imagine 
there isn’t another pre-law publication, compiled and distributed each   
semester that matches ours in quality of effort and information. 

All of the credit for this excellent edition goes to Catherine Moore, our 
Program Assistant, who will be leaving us later this year to embark upon 
her law school career. 

Catherine has a number of top law schools to choose from, and why 
shouldn’t she? She is a scholar in the truest sense of the word, having 
maintained a very high grade point average while majoring in English. 
Her LSAT score was also quite high and her writing skills are obvious to 
anyone reading this magazine. 

UNF, in general, and the Pre-Law Program, in particular, have been 
fortunate to have had Catherine Moore in our midst. She will be missed. 

Mr. E 

From www.littlegreenriver.com 
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The place to see & be seen. 

Above, from left to right: Pre-Law students Mike Buscemi, Ben Young, Erika Wilson, Program Director 

Martin Edwards, former Program Assistant Angel Kalafatis and Pre-Law Students Jordan Coley and 

Patricia Ramirez enjoy dinner at a local hotspot together in thanks for their help in making  

Pre-Law Day 2008 a success. 

Above, from left to right: Pre-Law Board members and 

former UNF students, Jeremy Kespohl and Peggy 

Baldt laugh together during a recent Pre-Law        

Program Board of Advisors Luncheon. Jeremy 

Kesphol now serves as Mock Trial Coach for UNF’s 

Mock Trial Teams. Peggy Baldt was recently honored 

for her years of dedication to the program which first 

began when she worked as Program Assistant. 

Above, from left to right: Pre-Law      

Endowed Scholarship winner and 2008 

Pre-Law Student Society President, Arielle 

Schneider, meets with Pre-Law Board 

member and former Pre-Law Assistant, 

Nicole Raines during a recent Pre-Law 

Program Board of Advisors Luncheon. 

Above, from left to right: Current FSU law 

student and former UNF Pre-Law student, 

Patrick Bennett, reunites with Pre-Law 

student Erika Wilson before the final trial 

of the 2008 Mock Trial course. 

Below, from left to right: Former Pre-Law 

students Brittani Raulerson & Edgar Alvarez 

return to UNF for a night of reunions and to 

see the 2008 Mock Trial course’s final trial. 

Right, from left to right: County Court Judge Russell 

Healy presides over “Lone Ranger v. Brace Beemer” as 

the plaintiff’s witness Tonto, played by Pre-Law student 

Mike Buscemi, is cross-examined by the defense. 

Left, from left to right: Pre-Law Director, 

Martin Edwards, and Pre-Law Board 

member Jason Burnett speak following a 

recent Pre-Law Board of Advisors  

Luncheon. 

Above, from left to right: Assistant Director of  

Development for the College of Arts & Sciences  

Jill Jackson and Pre-Law Board member Judge Eleni 

Derki speak during the fall 2008 downtown  Pre-Law 

Board of Advisors luncheon. 
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Everything I Need to Know, I Learned in Mock Trial 
How Mock Trial Changed My Life 

By Angel Kalafatis 
  

Really, Angel? Everything?! Surely, you jest! Well, that statement sure does pack a wallop of hype, I'll agree with 

you there. I assure you, however, that if you'll give me just a few minutes of your time, I'll tell you that, as it applies to 

your college experience and your career path, everything you need to know you can learn in Mr. Edwards' Mock Trial 

course. And, if you let it, Mock Trial really will change your life.  

Change my life?! Let me start by saying that Mock Trial is not a magical place where everyone drinks the Kool-

Aid and becomes devout followers of the practice of law, dreaming to someday be attorneys. For some people, Mock 

Trial is the total affirmation of their hopes and dreams to be in the legal profession. However, for others, it's a huge 

wake-up call that perhaps, this lawyer thing might just not be their cup of tea.  

When you graduated high school (some of us may be straining to think back this far), odds are your head was filled with dreams 

about college preparing you for the "real world" (let's face it, high school sure as heck didn't). You probably thought you'd pick a major 

and a minor, maybe join a fraternity or sorority and with a little elbow grease, eventually move on to fulfill your dreams of riches, fame, 

success, etc... Maybe you thought you'd show up at freshman orientation and start down that yellow brick road to your "real life" and 

greet your opportunities happily along the way. You'd pick your major and take 

your courses and upon graduation, be presented with a smorgasbord of job op-

portunities available to you, The College Graduate. Even if you didn't already 

know what you wanted to be when you grew up, you probably had sincere 

hopes that once you got to college, your purpose in life would reveal itself, and 

you'd be on your way! 

       Most of my readers are already reminiscing about that fantasy and realizing 

the truth of college is, well, a little different. You may have already figured out 

that many people change majors several times and many don't work in a field 

even vaguely related to their major when they graduate. Part of the cause of all 

this confusion, is that the average college academic experience is less like "real 

life" and more like a buffet. You get a sampling of what your profession will 

look like, but you're left to imagine the big picture. In addition to all the hustle 

and bustle of classes, most of you are getting your first tastes of freedom and are 

trying desperately to squeeze what life you can out of the college social experience, facing peer-pressure, and maybe worried you won't 

fit in all the fun before adulthood sets in completely. And unfortunately, to top it all off, many students believe that the academic and 

professional opportunities you do have will smack you in the face so you can't miss them, failing to understand just how pro-active the 

successful college student really needs to be. If you're not a self-motivated person, it can be tough to balance the fun with the important 

stuff while preparing for a good career path in your post-college life. (If you're reading this and it sounds familiar, not to worry!!! It's 

not too late! Read on.) 

 That's not to say that the opportunities aren't there. There are internships, clinics, 

seminars, apprenticeships and a series of extremely valuable courses that really go above 

and beyond to give you as much first hand knowledge and real world experience as is 

possible. You just have to know who to ask and where to look (and actually do the ask-

ing and the looking). These opportunities will literally change your life, and be the deal-

maker (or deal-breaker) for you as you decide what you want for your life. Mock Trial 

(and the Pre-Law Program experience) is one of those opportunities. 

 When you're talking about Mock Trial at UNF, you're talking about one of two 

things. UNF boasts a laudable competitive Mock Trial team that has won many awards 

and received national acclaim. The Pre-Law program and this publication can give you 

more information about the Mock Trial teams (page 15) if it is of interest to you. In    

addition, UNF is also home to one of the finest and most unique Mock Trial courses in 

the country.  

"What is the Mock Trial course?" you ask. At its most basic, Mock Trial (or Moot Court as it is called in law school) is a gathering 

of students who are given a set of facts to a fictional case and then divided into teams (defense or plaintiff, prosecution, and witnesses). 

These teams will have a pre-determined amount of time to research and prepare before going before a "judge" and/or "jury" (often pro-

fessors or other students) to argue their case. In Pre-Law Program Director Martin Edwards’ Mock Trial course, the elements of a trial 

are broken down into bite-size chunks which give you not only the chance to learn how it works, but you'll also be encouraged to put 

your knowledge into action. 

continued on page 18... 

Above: Pre-Law student and defense attorney in 

the “Lone Ranger v. Brace Beemer mock trial, 

Bill Garrison  addresses the court as the jury 

listens in the background. 

Above:  

Angel Kalafatis 

    

For some people, Mock Trial is the For some people, Mock Trial is the For some people, Mock Trial is the For some people, Mock Trial is the 
total affirmation of their hopes total affirmation of their hopes total affirmation of their hopes total affirmation of their hopes 
and dreams to be in the legal and dreams to be in the legal and dreams to be in the legal and dreams to be in the legal     

profession. However, for others, profession. However, for others, profession. However, for others, profession. However, for others, 
it’s a huge wakeit’s a huge wakeit’s a huge wakeit’s a huge wake----up call that up call that up call that up call that     

perhaps, this lawyer thing might perhaps, this lawyer thing might perhaps, this lawyer thing might perhaps, this lawyer thing might 
just not be their cup of tea.just not be their cup of tea.just not be their cup of tea.just not be their cup of tea.    
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Nancy Soderberg Speaks on National Security 
 During the fall 2008 Pre-Law Board of Advisors on-campus luncheon, members of the Pre-Law Board of 

Advisors, students and invited guests joined each other for an informal buffet and lecture on the topic of      

national security given by guest speaker, Nancy Soderberg, Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the University of 

North Florida’s Political Science and Public Administration department.  

Soderberg, who formerly served as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and as the 3rd ranking official of 

National Security during the Clinton White House, expounded on many of the issues debated about during the 

2008 presidential election season. In particular, Soderberg discussed the dynamics of global politics and the 

importance of national security for America’s 44th president.  

 The lecture centered around the idea that America, as it exists today, “is not secure.” The global threat of 

terrorism, an impending fuel and food crisis, the state of Iraq as a recruiting tool for terrorists, the growing anti-

Americanism and backsliding of democracy around the world, as well as the potential destabilization of     

Pakistan all contribute to America’s national security troubles. However, Soderberg suggests that these 

“problems made by mankind can be solved by mankind.”  

In her new book, The Prosperity Agenda, Soderberg examines potential solutions for these kinds of national security risks. In order 

to solve these complex issues, Soderberg suggests that the crises that challenge U.S. democracy are global, rather than strictly national 

concerns. As such, they cannot be solved alone. Soderberg also suggests that another important component of a sound national security 

policy is one that incorporates visible, social generosity to countries in crisis like the food and health aid given following the 2004    

Tsunami disaster in Southeast Asia. “What people think of us matters when you’re in an age with global problems need global solu-

tions,” says Soderberg.  
 

Pre-Law Program Assistants Honored 
 During the same on-campus luncheon, former Pre-Law Program Assistant Peggy Baldt and     

current Program Assistant Catherine Moore were honored for their dedicated and continued     

service to the University of North Florida Pre-Law Program and its students. One of the Pre-Law 

Program Offices in the Social Sciences building 51, room 2118 will be named in their honor. A 

plaque bearing the two women’s names was donated by friends of the Pre-Law Program and   

installed outside the Program Offices during the fall 2008 semester.  

 

Discussing Personal Statements & Mock Trial Downtown 

In addition to the Pre-Law Program Luncheon on-campus every semester, the Pre-Law Board 

of Advisors also meets downtown. During the fall 2008 downtown luncheon, Board member Dr. 

Deborah Luyster discussed working with students on their law school personal statements; Former 

Pre-Law Program Assistant Angel Kalafatis also spoke on her role as team coach for the UNF 

Mock Trial class. In addition, Pre-Law students John Moore and Arielle Schneider discussed their involvement in the UNF Mock Trial 

teams and the Pre-Law Student Society respectively. 

Dr. Luyster, who has a J.D. and an English Ph.D., discussed her work assisting students with their personal statements calling it her 

“pro-bono work for the legal profession.” She advises students to examine the reality, responsibilities and rigors of law school before 

beginning to write their statement, as well as explore their applicable skills, experiences and knowledge. She then assists students in 

organizing, writing and editing their essays. As a supplement to her one-on-one work with each student, she offers them pertinent essays 

on writing to help them create the most effective statement possible. Dr. Luyster     

explained that only does each student have a unique story to tell according to their   

individual academic or personal experiences, but each law school requires something 

different as well. With this in mind, Dr. Luyster added, “one essay does not fit all cir-

cumstances.” 

 Luncheon guest Angel Kalafatis spoke on her experiences working with students 

from the UNF Mock Trial course, an endowed course taught by Program Director 

Martin Edwards. In helping students prepare cases for mock trial, she advises students 

learn how to tell stories effectively. She additionally explained that effective organiza-

tional and analytical skills, as well as the ability to take criticism are keys to each stu-

dent’s success in the course. For more from Kalafatis about the Mock Trial course, see 

page 7 “Everything I Need to Know, I Learned in Mock Trial.” 

Fall 2008 Pre-Law Luncheons  
By Catherine Moore 

Above, from right to left: Program   

Director, Martin Edwards, honors  

current Program assistant Catherine 

Moore and former assistant Peggy 

Baldt for their service to the Pre-Law 

Program. 

Above: Guest speaker 

Nancy Soderberg     

discusses America’s  

national security issues 

at a recent Pre-Law  

Luncheon. 

Above, from left to right: Pre-Law Board Member, 

Dr. Deborah Luyster, meets students to discuss law 

school personal statement during Pre-Law Day. 
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University of North Florida’s Pre-Law Program Board of Advisors  

The Pre-Law Program Board of Advisors is an active and enthusiastic group of individuals who advise and assist the Pre-Law Program 

and its students. From endowing the Pre-Law Scholarship and Pre-Law courses to answering student questions and working with students 

on their personal statements, members of the Pre-Law Board are an invaluable asset in the betterment and furtherance of UNF’s Pre-Law 

Program. Members of the Pre-Law Program Board of Advisors include local judges and lawyers, UNF faculty and former UNF students. 

One such member is former UNF undergraduate, Kate Shonina. 

Meet Kate Shonina 
UNF Success Story and Pre-Law Board Member 

By Catherine Moore 

 

In December of 1997, Yekaterina “Kate” Shonina and her family arrived in Jacksonville from a markedly colder 

part of the world, Moscow, Russia which had been her childhood home. Two years later, she graduated Wolfson High 

School and began her freshman year at the University of North Florida. 

With aspirations of practicing law, she meet with Pre-Law Program Director, Martin Edwards, and joined the 

Program early in her undergraduate career. According to Edwards, Shonina immediately impressed him as "a serious-

minded student who was not only obviously intelligent and dedicated to her education, but also very likeable."  

He added, "Since Kate spoke with a discernable accent, we discussed appropriate courses for her to take. I encour-

aged her to enroll in English courses to improve her reading and writing skills in addition to speech courses to lessen 

her accent and communicate more effectively. In those regards, she far exceeded my expectations."  

Kate distinctly remembers this meeting, and says “After my twenty-minute meeting with Mr. Edwards, not only was I going to law 

school, but I was becoming an English major.” 

In addition to joining the Pre-Law Program, Shonina also joined the UNF Mock Trial teams, in which Edwards served as a Coach. 

Edwards remembers one particular year in which she played the role of a doctor witness in competition, "Kate was so convincing as a 

doctor that some of the judges believed she was actually a Pre-Med student and not Pre-Law."   

 In 2002, she was unanimously elected President of the Mock Trial organization.   

Edwards reflects, "Everyone respected Kate’s dedication, intelligence and leadership."   

 Shonina eventually graduated UNF at the top of her class within the English Depart-

ment. She remembers her time at  UNF “as a wonderful experience, in large part due to 

Mr. Edwards’s support and encouragement.”  

 Shonina’s excellent grade point average 

and LSAT score earned her a seat at the      

University of Florida Levin College of Law. 

While a law student, she received a Book 

Award in Trial Practice, an honor bestowed 

upon the most outstanding student in a each 

course. In law school, Shonina also worked as a 

Senior Research Editor for the Florida Journal 

of International Law. She says she attributes 

her accomplishments in law school to the    

experiences and training she received as a    

student of the Mock Trial Class and as member 

of the Mock Trial Team.   

 Following her graduation in 2007 from UF Levin College of Law, Shonina began 

work as an Assistant State Attorney for the Fifth Judicial Circuit in Ocala, FL and was 

admitted to the Florida Bar later that year. She currently practices law in Jacksonville, FL 

with the Law Firm of Joseph & Maress, P.A. in the areas of commercial litigation and 

commercial debt collection. 

Over the years, the Edwards family has become close to the Shonina family, attend-

ing birthday and graduation celebrations and even going to her wedding in the fall of last 

year. On October 18, 2008, Kate Shonina married Jasmin Mesic, a Political Science 

graduate from the University of Florida. 

Shonina joined the Pre-Law Board of Advisors in 2003. 

Above, from left to right: Pre-Law Board Member  

Kate Shonina and her husband Jasmin Mesic  

celebrating their wedding in the fall of 2008. 

Above:           

Kate Shonina 

    

Kate impressed me Kate impressed me Kate impressed me Kate impressed me     
immediately as a seriousimmediately as a seriousimmediately as a seriousimmediately as a serious----
minded student who was minded student who was minded student who was minded student who was 

not only obviously not only obviously not only obviously not only obviously     
intelligent and dedicated intelligent and dedicated intelligent and dedicated intelligent and dedicated 
to her education, but also to her education, but also to her education, but also to her education, but also 

very likeable.very likeable.very likeable.very likeable.    

Above: Pre-Law Program Director congratulates 

Shonina at her wedding last fall.  
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• Attend UNF Pre-Law Day in the Fall  

• Attend UNF Pre-Law Forum in the Spring 

• Begin studying for the LSAT (study for at least 3-5 
months in advance of test) 

• Register for June LSAT, if ready 

• Request letters of recommendation (LOR) 

• Begin researching law schools, asking about each 
school’s median LSAT score, important application 
dates, and requirements for LORs, and the personal 
statement.  

The Pre-Law Timeline 

Personal Statement 

• Personal Statements vary according to law school: The University of Florida, for instance, requests students submit an 
“Academic Statement”  in addition to a short “Diversity Statement.” Other schools like students to tell unique personal stories. 
Check with each law school for specific guidelines. 

• Ask for help writing and editing your statement: Ask  the Pre-Law Program Director about Dr. Luyster, a Pre-Law Board      
member with a PhD in English and a JD,  who  helps students brainstorm and edit their statements.  

Letters of  Recommendation 

• Ask early: Students often ask too late into the semester for letters of recommendation, long after professors have already agreed 
to write letters for other students. 

• Ensure good letters: Ask professors who have instructed you in multiple classes and ones who know you academically. A        
professor from a class in which you performed poorly would not necessarily be the best writer of your letter regardless of their 
prestige. 

LSAT 

Resume 

• Pick a goal: Find out from law schools their LSAT ranges to help you decide what you goal should be 

• Study Effectively: Create a weekly/daily study plan and stick to it.  

• Stay Calm: Don’t let nerves hurt your performance 

• Get involved: Volunteer, work or join a club and stick to it; law schools know when you’re really interested and when you’re just 
filling a resume 

• Talk to the school: some law schools look favorably on certain extracurricular activities; figure this out early in your academic 
career 

Junior Year 

Summer after Junior Year 

Fall of  Senior 
• Order official transcripts 

• Make sure LORs are submitted 

• Finalize personal statement 

• Take October LSAT if necessary 

• If possible complete & send applications at the beginning 
of the application cycle or no later than Thanksgiving to 
take advantage of rolling admissions & early decision 

Spring of  Senior Year 
• Contact law schools to see if applications are complete 

• Complete and submit financial aid information 

• Evaluate admissions offers 

• Thank your letter writers and inform them of your plans 
• Take LSAT in June, if ready 

• Check the status of your LORs 

• Begin writing Personal Statement; speak to Pre-Law 
Program Director, M. Edwards, about help with        
Personal Statement 

• Review law school choices once LSAT scores come in 

• If necessary, register for October LSAT 
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When Should I Take the LSAT? 
 

The LSAT is offered four times per year: once in February, June, October (or late September), and December. Contrary to rumors, no 

one test date is predictably easier or more difficult than any other. When choosing your test date, consider these factors: 

The June LSAT:  
If you are prepared to take the June LSAT, do it! Since most law schools use a "rolling admissions" process, applying early gives you 

a slight advantage. By taking the June LSAT, you can submit your applications early in the admissions process. Taking the June 

LSAT also gives you more time to work on your résumé, personal statement and other law school application materials. In addition, if 

you do poorly on the June test, there is still time to re-take the exam in October, although scoring well the first time is preferable.  

The October LSAT:  
October is the most popular test date of the year and is convenient for most students who use the summer to prepare. Since this test 

date occurs after the start of the admission cycle, be sure to have your letters of recommendation, personal statement and other       

application materials ready to submit before the Thanksgiving break in order to optimize your chances with “rolling admissions.” 

Also, remember to sign up early for the October LSAT since, due to its popularity, it fills up quickly. 

The December LSAT:  
Many students who either felt unprepared to take the LSAT in October or who wish to retake it for a better score sign up for the    

December LSAT. It is important to note that law schools accept the results of this test date; however, it is the last exam date you can 

take in order to meet the admissions deadlines for most law schools. If you are deciding between the October and December LSAT, 

weigh the pros and cons of the possibility for a higher score verses the benefits of applying early in the “rolling admissions” process. 

The February LSAT:  
Check application deadlines for each school to see whether or not a particular school would accept the results of the February LSAT, 

not every school does. This exam is also a great option for students planning ahead and preparing to apply for the following year   

admission.  

 

What Does My LSAT Score Mean? 
 

There are three ways in which your LSAT score is presented; a raw LSAT score, a scaled 

LSAT score and a LSAT percentile. The raw score is the number of questions you       

answered correctly typically falling between a minimum of 0 and a maximum of 100-103. 

The scaled score ranges from 120 to 180 and is determined using a statistical procedure 

called equating which adjusts for difference in difficulty levels between different LSAT 

tests. The final way in which the LSAT score appears, the percentile, reflects your       

performance against that of other test takers; the higher your percentile, the more people 

you outscored. 

 

Consider the table to the right when practicing for the exam to see where your scores fall. 

Note, the table reflects score estimates and not necessary the exact score you would     

receive. Also, remember, many people score around 5 points less on the real exam than on 

their practice due primarily to nerves.  
 

Raw Scaled % 

88-101 172-180 >99% 

84-87 169-171 98-99% 

75-83 163-168 90-97% 

72-74 161-162 85-89% 

68-71 159-160 80-84% 

63-67 157-158 75-79% 

63-64 156 about 70% 

60-62 154-155 60-69% 

55-59 151-153 50-59% 

51-54 149-150 40-49% 

48-50 147-148 30-39% 

42-47 143-146 20-29% 

34-41 138-142 10-17% 

0-33 120-137 0-9% 

How Does My Score Relate to  
Law School Admissions ? 

 

With few exceptions, your LSAT score, in addition to your GPA, directly correlates with which law 

schools will admit you. Since this information may change year to year, ask each law school for a       

student profile of the incoming class from the previous year; this will help you get a better idea of what 

scores are needed to be admitted into each particular law school. You can also come by the Pre-Law   

Offices and research using the ABA Official Guide to ABA-Approved Law Schools to find specific admis-

sion statistics for your GPA and LSAT score. With this guide, you can see where your GPA falls in   

relation to acceptance rates and figure out what LSAT score will best guarantee you a seat at your      

favorite law school. 

 

The table to the right shows examples of where schools fall according to the average LSAT score of their 

2008 entering class. You can find much of this information on each law school’s website, by speaking 

with an admissions representative or coming to the Pre-Law Program Offices and looking through one of 

our resource books. 

Range: Around 150 

Florida Coastal School of Law 

Range: Around 155 

Stetson 

Range: Around 160 

Florida State University  

University of Florida 

Range: Around 170 

Georgetown 

Range: Above a 170 

Harvard 

Yale 
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Prepare & Be Confident, Success on the LSAT is Possible 
By Catherine Moore 

 

 As the spring semester begins, many Pre-Law students are either recovering from taking the October or December 

LSAT or gearing up to take it soon. The Law School Admission Test (LSAT) is a test required by nearly every law 

school as a component for admissions consideration, and one whose scores are agonized over by students across the 

country. It is a long test filled with unfamiliar and often difficult questions, but one that can be overcome with         

adequate preparation and the right mindset. 

 Well-prepared students often spend months studying and practicing the types of questions that appear on the 

LSAT. However, preparation can only take you so far; your confidence in your abilities will bring you to the finish 

line. In fact, I find the two most common reasons students fail to achieve their best score are poor preparation and   

unnecessary test anxiety. So many times, students come to my office upset over scores that do not do their intellectual 

or academic abilities justice. They often express frustration that “this one test” will ruin their chances of getting into 

the law school of their choice or any law school at all. 

 I suggest students put law school admissions and the LSAT into perspective. Of UNF Pre-Law Students who have 

applied for law school since 2000, over 95% are accepted to at least one law school. The reality is this: if you have a decent GPA and 

LSAT score, you will get into at least one law school, so forget worrying about being accepted.  

The knowledge that law school is a real possibility is an important first step, one that 

should eliminate the stress you may feel thinking you won’t get in anywhere. With this knowl-

edge, you can take the next step of beginning to focus on specific schools. My advice: find out 

from a variety of law schools (this includes some “safety” schools, at least one “dream” school, 

as well as some in between) what their mean, low and high LSAT scores. There are also       

resources available in the Pre-Law Offices that can tell you what LSAT score you should aim 

for based on your GPA. Adjust your LSAT preparation accordingly. Achieving you goal in 

terms of your LSAT score takes not only identifying your goal, but also adequately preparing in 

order to achieve it. 

The LSAT, in addition to your GPA, is one of the few ways law schools can assess the kind 

of student you are and how well you will perform at their school. Consequently, it is a major 

component of nearly every law school’s admissions decision. As a college student, you have 

spent over twelve years in school, studying and preparing for your professional future. With this 

in mind, it seems counterproductive to risk all those years of hard work by not spending a few 

months preparing for one test.  

The UNF Pre-Law Program suggests students begin studying for the exam at least five 

months in advance.  

continued on page 19…. 

 

The Pre-Law Program maintains a Resource Center Resource Center Resource Center Resource Center for Program members. 

With a wide array of resource materials including a variety of study aids and advice materials on everything from  

LSAT prep, letters of recommendation to information on the first year of law school ,  

the Pre-Law Program Resource Center is a great way for students to learn about  

law school and to prepare for all aspects of law school admission for free.  

I approached my LSAT I approached my LSAT I approached my LSAT I approached my LSAT 
preparation like I        preparation like I        preparation like I        preparation like I        

approached basketball approached basketball approached basketball approached basketball 
and golf practice in high and golf practice in high and golf practice in high and golf practice in high 
school; train hard to school; train hard to school; train hard to school; train hard to 
build the skills and the build the skills and the build the skills and the build the skills and the 
confidence needed to  confidence needed to  confidence needed to  confidence needed to  

succeed, but call it a day succeed, but call it a day succeed, but call it a day succeed, but call it a day 
feeling good rather than feeling good rather than feeling good rather than feeling good rather than 

beat down. beat down. beat down. beat down.     

 

Take the time to practice and prepare! 

Email the Pre-Law Program at prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com to borrow study material from the Program’s Resource Center.  

It’s free and is a great starting point for your law school preparation needs.  

You can also get in touch with the Pre-Law Student Society to see about upcoming LSAT study groups.  

Catherine Moore, 

Program Assistant 

& Pre-Law  

Magazine Editor 
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Studying for the LSAT 

A Student Shares his Tips for Success on the Law School Admission Test 
By Will Ourand 

 

 The LSAT is an important and difficult task that is necessary for anyone going to law school to undertake. However, with adequate 

work and dedication, it is possible to perform exceedingly well on this exam. The key to doing well on the LSAT is practice and under-

standing. 

 When first starting out in the exam preparation process, it is important to take a timed practice test in order to determine where the    

focus of study should be. Additionally, you should obtain study materials, including practice tests and instructional booklets, as well as, 

enroll in a test preparation course or find a tutor. In my opinion, the best instructional booklets to purchase are the PowerScore LSAT Logic 

Games Bible and Logical Reasoning Bible, both of which you can order online or find at a local bookstore. For practice tests, LSAT study 

videos and instructional books, the Pre-Law Program maintains a resource library from which you can check out these materials or obtain 

photocopies. After obtaining study materials and taking a practice test, it is time to begin “learning” the test.  

continued on page 19... 

Familiarize Yourself  with the LSAT 

The Basic Elements of  the LSAT 
By Catherine Moore 

 

 Like any standardized test, the LSAT can be a scary thing. It determines so much of our educational future, yet many people spend 

very little time preparing for it. This is a mistake. As a student, you work hard in your classes to earn good grades. You work hard on your 

personal statement, so that it reflects to law schools exactly the kind of person you are. When it comes to the LSAT, the same kind of     

dedication and preparation should also be taken. 

continued on page 20... 

 

 

 

Tackling the LSAT 
Advice from Someone Who Knows  

By Wesley Page 
 

If you’re thinking about going to law school, have already decided to do so, or are simply considering your options, 

then chances are you’ve heard about the LSAT. Not necessarily seen it, but heard about it nonetheless. 

The first thing you should know about the LSAT is that it is entirely unlike any other test you have taken. You may 

imagine that a test designed to determine your acceptance into law school would focus on the law; this is not the case. The 

LSAT is a test based almost entirely on logic and logical reasoning. You’ll find some critical reading skills come into 

play, but the heart of the test lies in logic.  

continue on page 19... 

Doubts & Distractions When Taking the LSAT 
By Mark Johnson 

 

 LSAT List: No. 2 pencils, pencil sharpener, admission ticket, drink, snack, and baggy to put it all in. We all know 

what to bring to the LSAT, but what should we leave at home? While the Law School Admissions Council will give you a 

long list of items that you should not bring, I’ll try to give you a short one. In short, leave your doubts and distractions in 

the car, because you won’t have room for them in your baggy (I, for one, know I have way more self-doubt than will fit in 

a one gallon bag). 

 If you are serious about getting into law school, and I know you are, then you will also be serious about taking your 

LSAT. In being serious about it, you will be well prepared. To be well prepared means studying early and studying an ap-

propriate amount.  

continued on page 20... 

From former students who scored 
well on the LSAT* 

Above:  

Wesley Page 

now attends UF 

Levin Law. 

Above:  

Mark Johnson 

now attends 

FSU Law 
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Real World Experience 
Working at the State Attorney’s Office & Learning About the Practice of  Law 

By Sam Moore 

 
 

Two years ago, I was given a rare opportunity when the State Attorney’s Office of the Fourth Judicial Circuit 

hired me as a part-time paralegal. I was a kid, right out of high school. I had no prior law experience, nor did I ever 

attend paralegal school. The executive director at the time, Mr. Bill Hodges, was kind enough to bring me on after a 

friend of the family had suggested that I apply for a job there. I began my first day wide-eyed and nervous not knowing what to expect 

from an agency whose chief aim is to prosecute the criminals in one of the crime capitals of the United States. 

I was first assigned to help with the Drug Free Youth Incentives Program (D-FY-INCE). In this capacity, I visited local high 

schools, administered drugs tests and encouraged students to refrain from drug use by offering them alternative club-related activities.  

After working with the program for a few months, I was advised that there was an opening at one of the intake paralegal positions. 

Since beginning work in this new position, my perspective of crime and public service has changed drastically.  

As an intake paralegal, I receive misdemeanor complaints from the public and help individuals file charges by speaking with    

Assistant State Attorneys who then make the final filing decision on each case. At times, I am required to provide the public with legal 

advice and refer many cases to diversionary programs when cases lack the necessary evidence for charges to be formerly filed.  

I often receive cases involving battered wives, vandalism victims, petit theft and sometimes civil complaints. On more than one 

occasion, I also have dealt with complaints in which the victim begins sobbing 

in desperation for someone to help them. Although I have always known of the 

need for help in a crime-torn community like this one, it was only when I saw 

the human consequences of crime first-hand that I felt the urge to actually take 

part in helping victims. There are many days when victims will literally scream 

at me if an attorney’s decision does not go their way. Yet, there also are other 

days when I feel gratified by a simple thank you, knowing I have done the best 

job possible regardless of whether the case was serious, as with domestic vio-

lence, or more minor.  

continued on page 21…. 

The Second-Time Charm 
A Student Scores Well on Her Second LSAT Attempt 

By Terra Brooke Geiger 

 

After taking my October LSAT, I left Florida A&M Law School feeling nauseous, exhausted and somewhat 

tempted to run in front of a fast-moving vehicle on I-4. Not only had I slept (uncomfortably) in an unfamiliar hotel 

room the night before, I had also been sitting in the testing center for nearly seven hours. When I finally finished the 

LSAT and left the room, it was not the feeling of relief for which I had hoped that lingered in the pit of my stomach, but one of dread. 

It was one of those days I would like to never experience again. It seems my feeling about this particular test day was somewhat      

instinctual, because when I my score finally arrived a few weeks later, it was disappointingly low compared to how I had been scoring 

on practice exams and compared to what I needed for the law schools at the top of my “dream” list. 

Picking myself back up after a few tears and a glass of wine, I refocused and began studying for that damned test once more. I had 

roughly a month before I took the test again, and to me, it felt like my last shot.  

I registered early enough to take the December LSAT in Jacksonville, a sign that I was already off to a better start.  I devoted    

myself to more practice tests, less nights out and a serious relationship with my PowerScore Study Bibles. 

 The morning of December 6th, I was about as ready as I could be 

and the morning’s testing experience was about as different from my 

first attempt as could be as well. Instead of sitting in a giant and 

largely intimidating lecture hall with 75 other anxious test-takers, I 

was in a small classroom with two other people. I slept (slightly) better 

the night before, a consequence of being in my own bed. Moreover, I 

knew, based upon my past experience, that nothing of what lay in the 

hours ahead would be a surprise. 

continued on page 21…. 

  

The LSAT can be unpleasant, stressful The LSAT can be unpleasant, stressful The LSAT can be unpleasant, stressful The LSAT can be unpleasant, stressful 
and downright annoying...but dealing and downright annoying...but dealing and downright annoying...but dealing and downright annoying...but dealing 
with all of that twice is sometimes the with all of that twice is sometimes the with all of that twice is sometimes the with all of that twice is sometimes the 
best way to get into that dream school best way to get into that dream school best way to get into that dream school best way to get into that dream school 

you have always wanted.you have always wanted.you have always wanted.you have always wanted.    

Above: Terra 

Brooke Geiger 

...in the real world of law, you can’t ...in the real world of law, you can’t ...in the real world of law, you can’t ...in the real world of law, you can’t 
please everyone or win every case, please everyone or win every case, please everyone or win every case, please everyone or win every case, 
but those you do please and those but those you do please and those but those you do please and those but those you do please and those 
cases you do win will make you ap-cases you do win will make you ap-cases you do win will make you ap-cases you do win will make you ap-
preciate the many hours you spent preciate the many hours you spent preciate the many hours you spent preciate the many hours you spent 
studying to become an attorney.studying to become an attorney.studying to become an attorney.studying to become an attorney.    

Above:  

Sam Moore 
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Almost a Year 
A Message from the Pre-Law Student Society President 

By Arielle Schneider 

 

Last March, a new group of officers were elected to lead the Pre-Law Student Society (PLSS).  Although an 

incredible band of passionate, talented students, they (nor I, for that matter) had any idea what we were in for. We 

threw ourselves into making the PLSS better organized, more effective and efficient—quickly ordering t-shirts,   

making signs and banners, printing flyers and advertising like mad during the last month of the 2008 spring semester.  

Over the summer and during the fall, we grew into a strong cabinet that created a plan for the upcoming semester to steer PLSS towards 

student awareness and member engagement. We forged close friendships though our mutual involvement in Pre-Law Program and Pre-Law 

Student Society events. Many members of PLSS also enrolled in a class together, which simultaneously challenged and fortified these 

friends. During Mr. Edwards’ Summer 2008 Mock Trial course, club members were transformed into oppositional prosecution and defense 

teams, each side hoping to close the semester with a victorious verdict in the final trial of the course, the civil case of Lone Ranger v. Brace 

Beemer.  

Since last March, the PLSS's attendance tripled, due in part, to our decision to allocate a great deal of our pecuniary resources to an 

event in September entitled “Debate 08.” PLSS officers and members came together to put on a campus-wide debate designed to educate 

students about the upcoming elections, but also to inform them about PLSS. The event encouraged students to become involved in and edu-

cated about the issues surrounding the history-making 2008 elections. The incredibly successful event brought over 300 students to our tent 

that day, picking up our flyers and signing up for more information. By the close of the 

fall, we had re-engaged our club as an active part of the UNF community and spiked to 

a membership of well over 200 students.  

 PLSS is not just a club, it is a unique group of students who have decided to 

pursue a career in law. As a young college student who wants to go to law school, 

through the Pre-Law Program & the Pre-Law Student Society. Like my fellow PLSS 

members, I know that lawyers don't just need a good speaking voice; the foundation of 

the job itself requires strength, sophistication and statesmanship. In PLSS, I am gaining  

the tools today that I will one day need to succeed in my future career. As a member of 

the Pre-Law Student Society, I am among a group of friends who are learning with me, 

and who not only share my future aspirations but my passions in life. 

"And whatever you do, do it so that no man, dead or alive, could do it better."  

- Unknown 

UNF Mock Trial Teams 
Learning through Competition and Experience 

By Samantha Joseph 

 

The UNF Mock Trial Team was developed and designed to expose students to trial law, 

while competing against other schools at Regional, State and National competitions. The 

experience gained in Mock Trial competition is invaluable to any student interested in the 

real world law profession. Each year, a case is assigned to Mock Trial students by the 

American Mock Trial Association, students who then strategize and study the information. 

From attorneys to witnesses, each part of the trial is brought to life by students who have 

familiarized themselves with case law, exhibits, affidavits and rules of evidence. Each member of the UNF Mock Trial Team plays an intri-

cate role in  developing a theme and theory of the case. Each member brings with them individual ideas that are threaded into the group.   

Together, the team develops a terse presentation of the case to be judged by a panel at competition. 

The skills utilized in preparation and presentation include critical thinking, logic, debate and public speaking. Besides having fun and 

building relationships with other members, Mock Trial Team offers court room proceedings and etiquette simulations. Combined with Mr. 

Edwards’ Mock Trial class, Mock Trial Team students can graduate UNF with rich experiential introduction to trial law. The UNF Mock 

Trial Coach this year is Jeremy Kespohl, a practicing attorney who also serves as a member of the UNF Pre- Law Program Board of        

Advisors. While a student at UNF, Kespohl served as an attorney on four mock trial teams, all of which qualified for National Competition, 

and was named team captain three times. During these years, UNF’s Mock Trial Team earned many honors including “Best New Team in 

the Country” and “The Spirit of the Mock Trial Association” award at both the Regional and National levels. Kespohl enlightens members 

with extensive information and serves the backbone of the team, directing and coordinating all practices, scrimmages, and competitions. 

Any UNF student interested in broadening their educational horizons through hands-on experience and competition is encouraged to 

contact me Samantha Joseph, current UNF Mock Trial President at n00619284@unf.edu. 

 

 

Above: UNF students converge on the Green for  

“Debate ‘08” a 2008 on-campus presidential event 

brought to you by the Pre-Law Student Society. 

Above:  

Arielle Schneider 

Above: members of the Mock Trial team at Re-

gional Competition. Mock Trial President,  

Samantha Joseph, is pictured in the middle.  
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Life as a UNF Kappa Delta 
Another Way to be Involved on Campus 

By Jordan Coley 

 

 Having moved from Arkansas to Florida the summer before my junior year of high school and then again the sum-

mer before my senior year, I was kind of lacking in the “close friends” department. So when I started college at UNF, I 

knew joining a sorority would be a great way to meet new people and make lasting friendships. I was a little apprehen-

sive during the recruitment process because I’m not the typical girly-girl who likes pink and says “That’s hot!”         

However, I was encouraged by the fact that my mother, who is anything but girly,  had also been in a sorority. I decided 

to stick it out and see what happened. On the last day of recruitment, I accepted a bid from Kappa Delta and started my 

new college life as a KD. 

 My four years as a UNF KD were filled with some of the most amazing and memorable moments of my life.      

Surprisingly, it wasn’t just the major events that were exciting. Somehow, being in a sorority made everyday experi-

ences much more interesting. For instance, I didn’t dread getting up for class. Instead, I was excited to be on campus and 

hanging out with the other KD girls with whom I became so close. Staying up all night writing papers didn’t seem that bad because I   

always knew one of my friends was doing the same thing. I enjoyed the little things about college that most people dislike simply because 

I had close friends with whom I could endure them. 

People always say, "Oh, sorority girls just pay for their friends" and to that I reply "Well, if that’s true, then I got a damn good deal!"  

The friendships I made are everlasting and the memories we share are priceless. I joined KD as a way to meet new people who shared my 

same goals, but I never expected to learn so much. My sorority taught me how to be a professional, responsible young woman while still 

having a little fun. If I had to go back and redo it all, I honestly wouldn’t change a thing. I loved my time as KD at UNF and couldn’t 

imagine it any other way. 

 

A Unique UNF Experience 
A Student Remembers His Time as a Presidential Envoy 

By John Moore 
 

Each year, hundreds of UNF students try to become more involved on campus. However, getting involved on 

campus is not always as easy as it sounds. There are simply too many clubs from which to choose. In fact, according 

to Club Alliance, there are over 100 hundred registered clubs at UNF! From boxing to debate clubs, sometimes   

students have trouble choosing which club or clubs would best suit them. Even after choosing the right club,       

students may still have trouble getting involved.  Club leaders may be MIA, classes may be conflict with group 

meeting times, or the club might simply “die” due to a lack of student interest. 

Luckily though, not all clubs are like this. One club that has stood the test of time is an organization at UNF 

called Presidential Envoys. Presidential Envoys was organized in the summer of 1985 and provides student leaders 

with the opportunity to participate in events sponsored by the Alumni Association, the Office of the President, as well as UNF events.  

Envoy participation helps the University and its divisions offer quality events for alumni, friends, faculty and staff while also providing 

networking opportunities for the student Envoys. It is a group all about building traditions, creating memories, and establishing relation-

ships that last a lifetime. 

Presidential Envoys participate in a wide array of University activities. Responsibilities of members include serving as hosts and 

hostesses at campus events, assisting the Office of Alumni Services and coordinating campus-wide community service opportunities.   

Envoys also are often called upon to give campus tours for distinguished University guests, as well as volunteering at UNF’s graduation 

and homecoming. Every Envoy also participates in some kind community service each semester. 

Experiences from Presidential Envoys last a lifetime. Presidential Envoy Arielle Schneider said this about the organization, “Being a 

part of the Envoys means that I, as a regular, run-of-the-mill UNF student, have the opportunity to represent our President and the Univer-

sity to many people. They see clean-cut, professional, polite, unpaid students who love their school and that makes UNF look good.” 

When Schneider was asked her favorite Envoy moment she replied that, “My first event was definitely my favorite. I went to an 

alumni party and had the opportunity to interact with old and young alums and see what they were doing and what they were up to. After-

ward, Brandon Eady (another fellow Envoy) and I watched the Presidential Debate with them in their home!” 

To put it simply, Presidential Envoys is a great organization to join. It is not only an enjoyable experience, but a great way to give 

back to the University. Speaking personally, joining Presidential Envoys was one of the best decisions I have ever made while at UNF. It 

is not only a very active organization, but one that allows me give back to the University.  

continued on page 21…. 
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 ‘O Sistema 
Camorra: The Hidden Kingdom of  Naples, Italy 

By Marsela Dervishi 
 

 Italy has always been known as a tourist’s dream because of its history and beauty, not to mention, its deli-

cious gelato. Vatican City, the Roman Coliseum and the two largest islands of the Mediterranean Sea, Sicily and 

Sardinia, rank among the top wonders of Europe. Yet, while visiting Italy this past summer, I realized that some-

thing was missing. Amidst, the beauty of Amalfi and the clear blue waters of Capri, I realized the city of Naples 

has a dark secret hidden behind a beautiful Italian veneer. Every year, Naples does its best to shield tourists from 

a secret society which deals in drug and human trafficking, extortion and racketeering. Despite Naples’s best   

efforts to conceal it, the mafia plays a major role in Italy. 

 The word “mafia,” also known as Cosa Nostra meaning “our thing” in Italian, is used by most Italians to 

describe a well-know criminal society which first developed in Sicily. Over time, the mafia has managed to 

spread its influence over most of southern Italy and has come to represent danger, not protection. 

 In Naples, the Camorra is an organized crime clan which carries the traditional belief that it can be above the 

law, and in action, it is. Located in Campania, a region of southern Italy and in the city of Naples, members of the 

Camorra, or Camorrists as they are called, can be easily detected.  

While driving around Naples this past summer, two particular buildings caught my attention. Both were higher than the average building 

in Naples and seemed out of place. An Italian friend helped me understand the difference between the two buildings and the adjacent, less 

conspicuous buildings. These differences clearly demarcated the two buildings as ones belonging to the Camorra. 

The Camorra clan is easily recognizable because the “famiglia” lives in a single apartment complex. The complex may contain anywhere 

from forty to two hundred and fifty rooms or more. Each room is occupied by a member of the Camorra. In addition, the complex is protected 

by heavy metal doors and concrete walls. Consequently, it is difficult for police officers to arrest a member of the Camorra residing inside. 

Currently, the city of Naples struggles to maintain social calm due to constant mob killings and a high level of drug usage in the streets. 

Although this description may sound similar to the problems caused by gangs in America, the Camorra is a much more dangerous and threat-

ening criminal force. The Camorra is not only dangerous in the streets, but it also has a hand in politics. The sphere of their influence reaches 

deep into the city’s power and over some of the city’s politicians. In Naples, politicians cannot be elected without paying a toll to a Camorrist 

for their support. Moreover, the Camorra’s influence over politics and in the streets has a long history. 

The history of Camorra goes as far back as the 16th century. It is assumed that the Camorra descended from the Spanish secret society of 

Garduna. Officials of the Spanish Kingdom of Naples introduced the theory of small criminal gangs for the purpose of instilling fear into the 

public in order to force taxes and labor. However, during this time, the established mob tactics did not hurt the public as they do now; no one 

was killed, only threatened. The purpose of the small gangs was to use coercive power as a source of wealth. In 1799-1815, the Camorra 

emerged as a dangerous power following the fall of the monarchy and the introduction of a Neapolitan Republic. The Camorra became a 

strong independent criminal power of Naples. Over time, the Camorra began to increase its influence by constantly upgrading its methods. 

Since the 16th century, the definition of violence has changed not just for Italy but also in the 

United States. Now, the Camorra clan uses only high-tech weapons to arm its new  members and 

kill the opposition. The problem is that the new generation has begun to form new traditions. The 

Italian police, known as the Carabinieri, report that young leaders are less patient and more     

influenced by a newer, more violent definition of mobster. Because of poverty, the Camorra    

enrolls new members promising protection and power, but in reality, most of its members have a 

life expectancy of about two to three years after joining. Although it is very easy to enter the   

Camorra, it is extremely hard to leave. 

During the months of October to February, the Camorra embarks on a killing spree. These 

months are known as desperate months, because during these months, the public have difficulty 

finding jobs and as a result, often ask the mob for help. “O Sistema!” is a saying used by most 

Italians to describe this bitter system under which they live. The system holds money, family and 

death under the Camorra’s tight grip of power. 

In the United States, Italy is mostly known for its cuisine, fashion and the country’s most 

popular sport, soccer. Americans also relate Italians to Francis Ford Coppola’s movie The Godfather. In popular culture, mafia-life and these 

kinds of criminal organizations are seen as entertaining. In fact, most non-Italian outsiders perceive mobsters to be honorable, wealthy, noble 

and generous. However, this perspective is far from the truth when it comes to the real-life, mafia Camorra clan. Tony Soprano is not the real 

Mafioso nor is Michael Corleone. Most Americans relate Italians, as well as all other mobs, to the fancy lifestyles portrayed on TV or in   

famous movies. We have glamorized the Mafioso. However, if you ask an Italian what they think of the mob, they are likely to give a very 

bitter answer. They are not proud, nor do they accept the Camorra’s acts as a respectable method of power. It is at night that the tourist image 

of Italy disappears and the true life of a Napolitano can be seen. Recently, a new, Italian movie, Gomorra, directed by Michael Garrone, was 

released. The movie shows the hidden identity of the Italian underground and the true meaning of the word mafia. 

 

Above:  Marsela Der-
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Everything I Need to Know, I Learned in Mock Trial 
(continued from page 9) 

Course designer and instructor, Edwards, has hand-crafted and fine-tuned a unique experience for 

students that has received national acclaim both for its popularity within the student body and for its 

uncanny ability to churn out students that really start to sound like lawyers. For an undergraduate   

program, this is truly remarkable. 

The course textbooks are written by some of the forefront experts on the field of trial practice and 

are actually quite enjoyable. In addition to top-notch reading materials, Edwards reaches into the   

Jacksonville’s network of legal professionals to line up a series of guest speakers for the course. These 

speakers are real judges and lawyers that practice in the field and can tell you what works, what    

doesn't and what to expect. And believe me, they don't paint a perfect picture of a world that is all 

roses and dollar signs. They tell you the truth of their experience and are subject-matter experts on the 

topics about which they lecture. It's a unique opportunity for prospective legal students to hear from 

the people who live the legal life every day. 

 Finally, Mr. Edwards asks that students stand in front of class and practice the principles they're 

learning. In step with the course progression, students try out each element of trial practice one piece 

at a time. After weeks of learning and intense preparation, the course culminates in a full-length trial 

put on by those students who showed the most interest and willingness to present, often overseen by an 

actual County or Circuit Court judge. It's an exhaustive process that challenges students, and is an opportunity you won't get at many 

other undergraduate universities. 

 Okay, Angel, that sounds cool. You've at least piqued my interest. But you said this course taught you everything you need to 

know?! I'm not sure I'm convinced. Fair enough. Let me tell you about MY experience. I first took Mock Trial in the summer before 

my junior year. I started college very certain I wanted to be a star journalist, the next Christiana Amanpour, and somehow ended up in 

an advisor's office asking about Pre-Law. I was directed to the office of one Martin Edwards. Edwards gave me some information and 

talked to me at length about what I thought I wanted and what the Pre-Law Program could do to help me decide about my future ca-

reer path. At that time, I was also given the chance to sign up for Mock Trial. Boy was I late to the party! That sign-up sheet for a 

class which at the time, only enrolled about 32 students, already had more than 50 on it. Between that meeting and the beginning of 

Mock Trial, I took a couple of classes with him hoping somebody would drop out of the race. Some how, I ended up in the class, and I 

was ecstatic! What I didn't know is that there are two factors at play in moving from a spot on the list to a seat in the class. The first of 

these, as you may have guessed, is first-come-first serve. The second is desire (gauged by your levels of expressed interest and partici-

pation). Edwards will reach out to those students on the list that either A) signed up first and/or B) expressed a sincere desire to get 

everything out of the course that it has to offer. Of the students he reaches out to, some don't respond to his invitation, some even de-

cline it (what? No! The horror! but alas, yes kids, it's true).  

 I was sure that Mock Trial would be my ticket to lawyerdom, sealing my fate as some high powered corporate attorney or some 

morally-high-grounded state attorney with a big cause to fight. No matter the outcome, I'd be fine. I'd heard so many great things 

about the course and the inevitable road to law school that I couldn't have been more excited. 

 Almost immediately, I found myself preparing to give my first opening statement in front of the class. Now, I've NEVER been 

shy (anyone who knows me can soundly attest to this fact). You might even say I have a knack for public speaking. I was almost 

cocky going into that first presentation. I knew I had this thing in bag. Boy was I mistaken! I watched the replay tape the following 

class and found myself looking and sounding as nervous as I felt. The second I stepped up to the podium, I grew sick with stage fright 

and the realization that I knew NOTHING about giving an opening statement, even considering revealing that truth to the entire class, 

including Mr. Edwards. Well, I survived. With a great deal of commitment and participation, I did very well in the course. The tapes 

from my first and last "performances" were like the work of two different people entirely. I learned first hand that there's a lot more to 

being a lawyer than arguing your case, and there's a lot more to arguing your case than knowing the facts. I learned that to be very 

good at this, to be successful in the long term, you have to really want it. 

 I left that class, as enjoyable as it was, feeling uncertain about whether my ultimate true calling was to be a lawyer. I loved the 

course and the subject matter, but suddenly, becoming a lawyer felt like a part of my journey, not the end of the road. 

 Since then, Edwards has asked me back to help coach       

students, giving feedback during class and even lecturing. I've seen 

students who recognize the potential effect of this class and choose 

to get everything they could from it. I've also seen students who 

were truly a waste of a seat, looking for an easy A. I've seen     

students decide from this one course that maybe they'd like to go 

into acting or drama, pursue public speaking or pursue business. 

I've also met students who, after taking the course, were still very 

certain about become lawyers, but knew they wanted nothing to do 

with trial practice (despite what they thought going into it). This 

class will teach you everything you need to know: commitment, 

time-management, discipline, hard-work, story-telling, teamwork, 

public speaking, listening skills and above all, self-motivation. This class hands you NOTHING, but offers you much for the taking. 

Above, from left to right:  

Mock Trial course team coaches 

Ali Tedrick (attorney &  

Pre-Law Board member) and 

 Angel Kalafatis (former  

Pre-Law Assistant) discuss trial 

strategy during the summer 

Above: Students from the 2008 Mock Trial class listen as a guest 

speaker discusses trial law. 
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Tackling the LSAT 
(continued from page 13) 

The bad news here is that few people are ever exposed to logical thinking in their classes. The good news, though, is that logic 

has rules, and by applying those rules you can prepare in full. Logic is merely a new way of thinking about issues and approaching 

problems. Like anything else, it can be mastered with preparation and effort. 

The first thing you should do in preparing for the LSAT is this: Temet Nosce. It’s a Latin phrase that means, “Know thyself,” 

and should be our mantra for our preparations. This manifests itself in two ways: our knowledge of the material and our execution in 

our studying. For many, the real battle in preparing for the LSAT is not the concepts but the execution. We’re introducing ourselves 

to a new way of thinking, and we have to give ourselves enough time and practice to do so. What kind of study skills do you have? 

Can you keep a study schedule? Are you going to have enough time to adequately prepare all of the different sections of the test? 

You should be able to answer all these questions about yourself and be ready to make a study schedule that reflects it.  

A month is not enough time to do a good job of preparation; plan for at least two months or more, if you can. The longer you 

work on these problems, the more natural they become to you. It cannot be stressed enough that there is no substitute for practice; the 

more you familiarize yourself with the problem types and pacing, the better off you will be. We’ll come back to this in a minute, 

because first we have to find out just how much we know. 

There are many costs involved in taking the LSAT: registration fees, time and study materials. It makes no sense to rush head-

long into an endeavor of this magnitude without knowing where you stand. That’s why it’s important to know where you stand on 

the grading scale. In turn, that helps you focus your studies. For a little over twenty dollars at nearly every major bookstore, you can 

buy an actual LSAT test that has been administered in previous years. Get one, and take the test completely cold. No prep work, no 

studying. Stick to the time limits and DO NOT WORRY if you don’t finish individual sections or don’t understand a problem; that’s 

part of the point. It’s important to know where you stand on the different areas naturally before you begin to enhance your         

knowledge by studying.   

Prepare & Be Confident 
(continued from page 12) 

Take it slow at first, then about 3 months before your exam date, start studying daily. As you approach the exam date, begin to look 

for a nice stopping point and don’t push yourself by study until the last minute. 

When I began preparing for the LSAT, I first took a timed practice test to see where I stood in regard to each section and in what 

areas I needed the most improvement. I then began a daily routine of going page by page through a variety of study books practicing 

question types and learning the problem-solving strategies suggested by each book. I found that some strategies helped me           

significantly, while others simply did not work.  

After completing this initial study regimen, I took another timed practice test to see where I still needed improvement. I then 

began focusing my efforts on improving in the areas in which I still struggled. I summed up my studying by perfecting my skills in 

each section and taking one last practice test.  

I approached my LSAT preparation like I approached basketball and golf practice in high school: train hard to build the skills 

and the confidence needed to succeed, but call it a day feeling good rather than feeling beat down. Just as I would end practice with a 

last nice shot in basketball or a final good swing in golf, I also stopped studying for the LSAT on a high note.  

A week before the exam, I instituted a “No-LSAT” policy, stopped studying and instead, focused on eating well, sleeping plenty 

and relaxing. I went out friends, taking my mind off the LSAT and putting it back on myself and the things I enjoyed. By this time, I 

had done all I could and learned as much as possible, happy to leave the rest of my energies for the test day itself. On that would-be 

dreaded day, I was relatively calm, confident and felt well-prepared. My preparation and confidence proved itself when, a month 

later, my score returned well within the range I wanted. 

Studying for the LSAT 
(continued from page 13) 

 All of the questions on the LSAT follow patterns of reasoning which have appeared in the old practice tests. Accordingly, the 

LSAT is a highly “learnable” test. Once you learn these patterns, you can solve new problems with ease. This is where the           

instructional books, preparation course and tutors come into the picture. These resources can provide you with the knowledge of how 

these patterns appear on the test and how to apply this knowledge in order to find the correct answers. Unfortunately, no matter how 

great the resources you use, it is still up to you, the test-taker, to actually learn these patterns. 

 In particular, the Reading Comprehension section is the hardest section out of all three to “learn”, because it requires the test-

taker to have strong reading retention skills. If you know you will be taking the LSAT one day in the future, it’s highly advisable to 

read often to develop these reading retention skills.  

 After acquainting yourself with the basic patterns of the test, you can begin to practice problems without being timed. During 

this stage of studying, the only concern should be finding the correct answer for the correct reasons. Time should not be considered 

until the patterns are completely learned.  

 After you are completely comfortable with the patterns and how to come to the correct answers on problems for each section, 

gradually introduce timing once again. This can be done by completing sections individually, within a 35 minute time frame. After 

completing a section, grade it and review wrong answers so that you can completely understand why you got that problem wrong, as 

well as why the correct answer is correct.  

continued on page 21... 
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Doubts & Distractions When Taking the LSAT 
(continued from page 13) 

 For each person, this amount will differ, and only you know what you need to do to be completely prepared. So, to quote Nike, 

“Just do it!” However, once the day of the LSAT comes, it is too late to begin studying. I suggest looking over a few notes on each 

section and maybe answering one or two questions of each kind that will be on the LSAT, but I wouldn’t do any more.  You do not 

want to convince yourself that you are not ready by trying to cram every bit of information that you can get your hands on into your 

head at the last second. Remember that this test is about skills, not knowledge, so it is more important to learn the concepts than it is 

to learn “stuff.” Once you are at the test site, having doubts about what you know will not help you, so please leave them behind. 

 Once you are done with the LSAT, breathe and go on about your life.  Leave the test at the test center and relax. I hope this is 

helpful for you. I know I could have told you about problem solving skills or how to structure your studies, but I feel that your time 

at the test center itself is the most important.  

 Don’t bring distractions. Don’t waste time. There is no way around this, do not waste your time.  The clock is not important; 

the proctor will let you know when time is running short. Whatever is going on outside the window is also not important. You must 

focus on the task at hand, answering all the questions.  There should be nothing else in your mind other than answering the questions 

that are before you in that section. There is no penalty for wrong answers, so don’t leave any blank. Now that you have finished the 

section, breathe, and then check your answers. I, by habit, prefer to leave my answers alone once I am done with a section on a test. 

 Not this time. I felt the urge to go back and review and I am glad that I did. I might have missed six or seven questions had I not 

used every minute that was provided for the section to review all my answers, even the ones I was sure about. Even these questions 

deserve a once over just to be sure. Don’t waste time means don’t waste any time for the entire section. All the time that you have 

available should be used to for giving your full attention to the test. 

After you’ve graded yourself, you should be able to figure out which sections you did the best on, and which you did the worst 

on. For any given test, there are five 35-minute proctored sections: 1 Logic Games, 1 Reading Comprehension, 2 Logical Reasoning, 

and 1 “Experimental” section. The experimental section will look just like any other section, but varies from test to test, and is not 

graded. It could be a second logic games or reading comprehension section, or a third logical reasoning section. You’ll never really 

know which section is the experimental section until you’ve graded the test, so it’s not worth it to try and guess. After we know how 

we did, it’s time to apply this knowledge. 

Familiarize Yourself with the LSAT 
(continued from page 13) 

 Like your grades, the LSAT is a tool law schools to consider in order to differentiate law school candidates. Many law schools 

justify their emphasis on the LSAT by claiming that LSAT scores often correlate to success in law school and that questions on the 

LSAT reflect the kind of analytical and critical thinking skills needed to succeed in law.  

 Although some schools emphasize the GPA more than the LSAT in application admission decisions, the LSAT remains a very 

important factor regardless of the degree of importance placed upon it. It may seem like a lot of pressure put on a single test, but 

don’t be alarmed. If you use your time wisely and prepare consistently in advance, the LSAT is just another step, like writing your 

personal statement, in the law school application process. 

 Consider this: the LSAT is scored on a scale from 120-180. The higher your test score, the higher you rank above other LSAT 

test takers. For instance, if you score a 165, you tested better than 93% of other test-takers. For a score of 155, you tested better than 

67% of test-takers. Your goal should be to outscore as many other test-takers as possible by preparing thoroughly. The first prepara-

tion step is understanding the basic facts of the test itself.  

 In short, there are five sections on the LSAT to consider, each 35 minutes long. The test includes a reading-comprehension sec-

tion, a logic-games or analytical-reasoning section and a logical-reasoning section, as well as an unscored experimental section. 

Also, there is an unscored writing sample section that is sent to law school along with your test score.  

 The Reading Comprehension section includes four reading passages each followed by five to eight questions based on the pre-

ceding passage. This section measures your ability to read and understand lengthy and complex materials similar to the material 

commonly encountered in law school. The Analytical Reasoning section measures your ability to understand relationships between 

ideas and draw logical conclusions about these relationships. The Logical Reasoning section, which constitutes 50% of the test, 

evaluates your ability to understand and analyze arguments. In this section, short passages are followed by pertinent questions.  

 Many students ignore the importance of the LSAT and unfortunately, their scores reflect it. Good students, whose grades and 

majors are overshadowed by inadequate LSAT scores, wish later that they would have studied more often and more consistently. For 

this purpose, the Pre-Law Program maintains a Resource Center with DVDs, study books, LSAT PrepTests and other study materials 

to aid you in your quest to attend law school.  

 Take advantage of these resources and take advantage of your time. Begin studying for the LSAT in your junior year. We often 

suggest 3-5 months of consistent overview of test materials. As you near your exam date, begin to increase study time and focus.  

 Sometimes, the best advice comes from those students who have already gone through the process. Speak with other students 

who have already taken the exam or those who are preparing to take it themselves. Create study groups and heed the advice of those 

who have come before you. As the Assistant in the Pre-Law Offices, I often here students say that wished they had taken the LSAT 

in the summer between their Junior and Senior years so that they had the Fall semester to focus on other application steps or had the 

time to take the exam a second time.  

 The steps for success on the LSAT are easy; plan ahead, utilize all the resources available to you and, most importantly, study 

regularly, often and well in advance. For those of you currently in the process, good luck on your upcoming exam! 
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Everything I Need to Know, I Learned in Mock Trial 
(continued from page 18) 

As I continue to revisit this course, though my time as a student has long since come to a close, I learn more and more that my 

passion for this is in the teaching. I have recently taken the LSAT and will be pursuing my legal degree, but I will be doing so in ef-

forts to become a legal educator. I look forward to my time as a lawyer, but I know now that it is a stepping stone to my heart's true 

desire. I feel fortunate to have discovered this so early in the game, and know that I owe that to Mock Trial, to Mr. Edwards and to my 

own willingness to pursue everything the course and the Pre-Law Program has to offer. 

 I will be a part of UNF, Mock Trial and the Pre-Law Program as long as Mr. Edwards will have me. I sincerely hope that if you 

think you may have any interest in this at all, you will go see him immediately, sign up for Mock Trial, and then give it all you have. 

Don't get so wrapped up in the fun and games of your college social life that you miss out on the rich academic and professional op-

A Unique Experience 
(continued from page 16) 

Additionally, working events can be really fun. At the Alumni Christmas party, I even met President Delany, though briefly. 

From ambassadors to judges to CEOs, an Envoy is constantly meeting new and interesting people. It is one of the organizations of 

which I am most proud to be a member. 

Who can join this organization, you ask? Well, all UNF students in good academic standing and who have two semesters left to 

graduate are eligible to apply for membership. Applications are invited from the student body at-large and require an explanation of 

the applicant's desire to serve the University. Members are selected through a written application and interview process with a      

committee of members and an advisor. Personality, participation in campus activities, dependability and an ability to represent the 

University and its President in a positive manner are also considered. Recruitment for member positions is conducted at the start of the 

fall and spring semester.  

Applications can be obtained through the Alumni Office, which is located across from UNF Hall on Kernan Blvd. 

The Second-Time Charm 
(continued from page 14) 

The second time, I knew I could be potentially sitting with a pencil in my hand and a clock in my face for most of my day and 

understood that the time would run out much faster on their watch than it did on mine back home. I also knew that by the time I got 

through the first chunk of sections, I would be nearly done and that the light at the end would not be far off.  In short, I was better   

prepared, not simply because of significantly more studying (although that certainly helped), but because I had taken that beast of a 

test before and wouldn’t be caught off guard by it this time. My prior, unsuccessful experience with the LSAT, while one that still 

makes my stomach knot, was my best offense for tackling the LSAT the second time and getting the score I so badly wanted. 

December 6, 2008, I walked out of JU’s doors relieved. It seemed for the first time in nearly six months, I could breathe normally. 

I remember that the drive home that day was surprisingly pleasant, my sing-along voice in the car was especially in-tune, and even my 

conversations with others afterwards were peppier. My little world was peaceful. As with before, my feelings were instinctual; I had 

finally nailed the test this time and I knew it. 

While taking the LSAT multiple times is something every law school hopeful prays to avoid, in the right circumstances, it can be 

a blessing. Although you can prepare thoroughly and take plenty of timed practices, for me, the best preparation was having been in 

that test-taker’s seat before. There are some lessons only gained through experience. Taking the LSAT, a perfect example of such an 

experience for me, is a task unlike any other. It was as a result of that awful first run that I was able to get my bearings for the second 

time and be successful. The LSAT can be unpleasant, stressful and downright annoying once you have stared at it long enough.   

However, dealing with all of that twice is sometimes the best way to get into that dream school you have always wanted. 

Real World Experience 
(continued from page 14) 

I feel the good experiences working at the State Attorney’s Office really do outweigh the bad. This job has taught me that in the 

real world of law, you can’t please everyone or win every case, but those you do please and those cases you do win will make you 

appreciate the many hours you spent studying to become an attorney. 

Since the day I first began working at the State Attorney’s Office, I have gained an abundance of experience from the attorneys 

with whom I am privileged to work. I am forever grateful to those who have provided me with the opportunities which this job      

engenders. I believe that the experience I have gained dealing with people from all realms of society has opened my eyes to see that 

all people have the same need for justice. The experiences and hardships I've faced while working here have equipped me for the legal 

profession. This opportunity has also taught me how to communicate with and provide help to a wider variety of people as well as 

face and overcome new obstacles in life.  

Studying for the LSAT 
(continued from page 19) 

It is important to note that not only should the correct reasoning be studied on these problems, but you should also try to understand 

why you choose the wrong answer, so that this faulty reasoning is not repeated on test day.  

 Finally, after mastering timed individual sections, it’s time to being taking full-length practice tests. You should strive to         

complete at least ten full length practice tests before the actual test day, to ensure comfort with the full body of the exam. One of the 

problems people often run into with the test is simply being tired, as this is a tremendously long exam. By taking many full length 

tests, this problem can be minimized, if not completely eliminated.  
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You can never be too well read. One thing I see that holds students back is their limited vocabulary and their inability 

to apply the prompts on the exam to their own experiences (or knowledge of other things). Whether you’re struggling 

to understand the question because you don’t know the words, or because the topic is largely unfamiliar to you, your 

confidence will falter if you’re encountering something for the first time when you sit down to take the exam. The best 

way to remedy this: READ, READ, READ. 

Also, believe in yourself. This is a hard test, and much of it is designed to freak you out. There are questions on this 

exam that are deliberately crafted to be so challenging that they suck up all your time and keep you from finishing! 

Most of the people who are finally at the LSAT stage of their lives, take their intellect and academic ability very seri-

ously, and I’ve seen too many students get hung up on perfecting every answer and end up all psyched out by this test. 

Give yourself some credit! You’ve worked hard to get here and you deserve to do well. Breathe, relax, exercise (don’t 

skip on the exercise, it increases oxygen and blood flow to your brain and helps you concentrate), and most of all, at the 

end of the day, believe that you can do this and you deserve it. Odds are you won’t get a perfect score. Come to terms 

with that now. Study, practice and, most importantly, do your best  the rest will work itself out. 

-Angel Kalafatis 

"Develop a study plan and stick to it. I would suggest starting a study routine at least a month before the exam. Taking 

timed practice tests as much possible allows you to get a feel for the questions and specific sections that may be prob-

lematic; it also helps you develop a strategy for answering the most questions possible within the allotted time come 

test day." 

-Mike Buscemi 

"Along with preparing yourself through practice tests and sections, prepare mentally.  The LSAT can be a strenuous 

task that could effect your health as well as your demeanor.  Along with studying, get plenty of sleep, plenty of exercise 

and still have fun. Above all, believe in yourself. Confidence goes a very long way in preparation to take the LSAT, 

you can not THINK you can do this, you have to KNOW you can do this.  This test is important, but not life threaten-

ing."   
 

-Erika Wilson 

“My advice for anyone taking the LSAT would be to study and make it your #1 priority.  Also, take practice tests so 

that you get the feel of how the timing goes. But in the end you just need to clear your head and know that this one 

test isn't going to kill you. At times you might think it's going to,  but trust me, you'll survive!"  

-Jordan Coley 

"The LSAT tests how you think rather than what you know. So instead of memorizing facts, you have to focus on the 

methods to solving the questions. Once you think of studying that way, it makes it much easier to understand the 

whole test."  

-Megan Uncel 

"Be sure to bubble in correctly. This may sound simple, but it can cost you 25 points if you mess it up."  
 

-Benjamin Young 

“What advice would you give other students preparing to take the LSAT?” 


